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TERMS OF REFERENCE

E-STANDARDS EXPERT GROUP

1. TITLE OF GROUP

E-STANDARDS EXPERT GROUP (EEG)
2. GOVERNANCE
The E-standards Expert Group (EEG) reports to and advises the Flexible Learning Advisory Group (FLAG) on technical matters relating to the management of the national training sector’s e-learning strategy, the Flexible Learning Framework (Framework). FLAG was first established as a sub-committee of the Australian Information and Communication Technologies in Education Committee (AICTEC). The role of FLAG has expanded to also report to the National Senior Officials Committee (NSOC) and Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR). 
The role of FLAG is to provide strategic directions in flexible learning with particular reference to e-learning, national issues, and international trends., to lead and manage the implementation of the Australian Flexible Learning Framework (Framework), to work with and advise the AICTEC, DEEWR and NSOC on VET and ACE sector perspectives and responses to national policy issues related to the use of e-learning, and to provide advice on the strategic development of EdNA Online in relation to the needs of the VET and ACE sectors.
The Flexible Learning Advisory Group (FLAG) has determined to establish and maintain the E-standards Expert Group (EEG) for the purposes of providing expert technical advice on content development standards and systems interoperability. The management of the EEG and standards ratification process is provided by the Framework’s E-standards for Training Business Activity.
3. RATIONALE

Since 2003, the Framework has pursued a coordinated approach to the application of interoperability standards to maximise e-learning resource access, sharing and uptake. The objective is the development of a nation-wide infrastructure for access to electronic learning resources for the training sector.

A meeting of the NSOC on February 24 2006 has endorsed the Framework’s approach. In addition NSOC formally accepted the position of the EEG as the standards development and review body for the VET and ACE sector. Standards ratified by the EEG will be passed on to the Flexible Learning Advisory Group (FLAG) for endorsement and subsequent implementation by states/territories and relevant national agencies.  

The E-Standards Expert Group (EEG) is a forum established to ensure that all major stakeholders have the opportunity to contribute, review and participate in the ratification of  interoperability standards. The EEG takes over from the Interoperability Expert Group (IEG) formed in 2005, which established priorities for standards development, and recommended standards for the training sector in these priority areas. Since 2006, the EEG has been hosted by the Framework’s E-standards for Training business activity.    

Members represent the relevant national projects and functions, each state and territory jurisdiction, and cross-sectoral bodies with complementary roles. Nominated representatives should have close knowledge of the technical systems and policies for managing electronic content in their agency or jurisdiction.

4. FUNCTIONS
4.1 Receive and review proposals for new and updated standards, and formally ratify those deemed acceptable and relevant
4.2 Provide a key integrating function enabling stakeholders with technical responsibilities to consider the implications of any standards proposal for the systems they represent
4.3 Provide direct expertise and advise to FLAG in the consideration of future directions, resolution of issues and defining requirements
4.4 Enable jurisdictional members and agency representatives to express local concerns regarding standards implementation for consideration by the Group
4.5 Act as advisors to senior management and colleagues in their home state or agency on the nationally recommended standards.  
5. MEMBERSHIP
5.1 Membership of the EEG comprises the following representation:

Flexible Learning Advisory Group – 1
Each State and Territory – 8 **
Adult and Community Education sector – 1 **
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations – 1 **
Education Services Australia – 1
Australian Flexible Learning Toolboxes – 1
Learning Object Repository Network (LORN) – 1


TVET – 1
E-standards for Training Management Group – 3

** voting members
5.2 The FLAG member will chair the group
6. MEETING FREQUENCY AND LOCATION
6.1 The group shall meet face-to-face four times annually
6.2 Discussion of work, papers and research may be circulated out-of-session via the EEG EdNA forum for sign-off

6.3 Meeting notes are to be provided, one week prior to face-to-face meetings
6.4 Meetings will be held in Melbourne

